
From: Barmakian, Nancy
To: Norcross, Jeffrey
Subject: FW: Ticks
Date: Tuesday, January 07, 2020 1:34:05 PM
Attachments: Ticks.xlsx

 
 

From: Barmakian, Nancy 
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2019 11:41 AM
To: Kudarauskas, Elizabeth A. <Kudarauskas.Beth@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Ticks
 
 
 

From: Barmakian, Nancy 
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2019 11:41 AM
To: Szylvian, Andrea M. <Szylvian.Andrea@epa.gov>; Koethe, Robert <Koethe.Robert@epa.gov>
Cc: Lombardo, Ginny <Lombardo.Ginny@epa.gov>; Greene, Cynthia <Greene.Cynthia@epa.gov>
Subject: Ticks
 
Andrea and Rob,
As you are both aware, Dennis has expressed after talking with the tribes that he wanted to do a
“war on ticks”.   Mike Stover shared this information in a water and air managers meeting with
updates on all the tribes.   Cynthia Greene reached out to the New England Federal Partners to see
what they are doing-see attached information she compiled.
 
Dennis also reached ot to Alex while in DC last week-see the email exchange below.  Note the
question on EEE and the proposal to do a half day Tick Borne Illness forum in R1.
I am meeting with Sean tomorrow afternoon.  I will provide any information I receive from him.
We will need to discuss the best path forward and identify who should be involved.
Nancy
 
From: Dunn, Alexandra <dunn.alexandra@epa.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, December 8, 2019 11:31 AM
To: Keigwin, Richard <Keigwin.Richard@epa.gov>
Cc: Messina, Edward <Messina.Edward@epa.gov>; Layne, Arnold <Layne.Arnold@epa.gov>; Hanley,
Mary <Hanley.Mary@epa.gov>; Deziel, Dennis <Deziel.Dennis@epa.gov>; Dixon, Sean
<dixon.sean@epa.gov>; Dinkins, Darlene <Dinkins.Darlene@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Region 1 Follow Up on Lyme Disease/Tick Borne Illnesses Forum
 
Yes, we could focus on several related vector borne illnesses.  Thanks Rick.  Sean will be a prompt
follow up.
 
From: Keigwin, Richard <Keigwin.Richard@epa.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, December 8, 2019 10:40 AM
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TICKS

		AGENCY		CONTACT		WORK BEING DONE		URL		EMAIL DATE

		USGS		Pete Murdoch		research underway in the Northeast on disease vectors and tick ecology				11/27/19

						tick program from John French (director, Patuxent wildlife research center for USGS)  - Howie Ginsberg researcher.		https://www.usgs.gov/centers/pwrc/science/vector-borne-disease-research?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects

						Pete's son is doing a documentary on lyme disease due out fall 2020

		ATSDR		Tarah Somers		Not working on as lyme is infectious disease and CDC deals with infectious disease

		NOAA		Ellen Mecray		CDC had a great ticks map done as part of the NCA3 I believe, showing migration patterns northward (see it references below).

						I'd advise the RD that before diving in, there are several folks working on this that a quick Google search revealed:

						Climate Central (2017): https://www.climatecentral.org/gallery/graphics/climate-changes-role-in-tick-migration

						NIH and CDC maps (2018): https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5877023/

						I'd think USDA and or DOI/CASC and or CDC might be working on this? Articles say DOD working it too.

						We (NOAA) can also provide indices on temp if we are informed on tick 'behavior' (temps they thrive vs temps they die off).

		DOT		Jeff Flumigan		Nothing

		DHS		Bill DeLong		Outside their realm

		NPS		Amanda Babson		Referenced Howie Ginsburg who is at URI and Fire Island contact 

						Jordan Raphael (contact info below) is the park contact on the study, and also Lindsay Ries lindsay_ries@nps.gov on deer population reduction

		FEMA		Michelle Surette		I have seen some local communities address the issue in mitigation plans, but I haven’t seen any broader efforts here at FEMA.  I am adding the Division Director for National Preparedness, Dan McElhinney, who might know of efforts in other Divisions.  I’m also adding my Tribal Planner, Brigitte Ndikum-Nyada.				29-Nov

		USGS		Keith Robinson		Howard Ginsberg of the U.S. Geological Survey, Patuxent Wildlife Research Center has been doing tick and other insect disease vector research out of URI.  You may want to contact him.  His email is hginsberg@usgs.gov  

		EPA ORD		Jason Grear		region 1 RARE project focusing on black-legged ticks (“deer ticks”) on the Cape and Islands.  Region 1 collaborators -  Bart Hoskins and Rob Koethe.  Our primary extramural partners were Cape Cod Cooperative Extension (CCCE) and the Laboratory of Medical Zoology at UMASS-Amherst.				2-Dec

						The major part of the study was published in 2014 and focused on the effectiveness of a commonly used tick control measure.  The study involved nearly 10,000 tick sampling drags over five years.  Much additional data were also collected on tick infection rates and co-occurrence of multiple pathogens within individual ticks.  These data were presented at the Tribal Environmental Summit on Martha’s Vineyard a couple years ago.  I believe that CCCE has also been actively sharing insights from these data with the medical community.

		EPA		Matt Leibman		Eric Olson				2-Dec

						https://www.brandeis.edu/facultyguide/person.html?emplid=9fc36679ee7680176b8ea3a18f37aeac424651f0

						But I will also do one more season of tick collecting, in June.  I’d be happy to come up before then to demonstrate the methods I learned from Tom Mather at URI, and show results to date in the Weston work.  Then maybe you and some EPA buddies could come down in June and do a collection with me, one morning or PM, to get well-practiced.  All equipment provided.

						 Tom Mather at URI, https://today.uri.edu/news/uri-researchers-tickspotters-program-provides-timely-risk-assessment/
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To: Dunn, Alexandra <dunn.alexandra@epa.gov>
Cc: Messina, Edward <Messina.Edward@epa.gov>; Layne, Arnold <Layne.Arnold@epa.gov>; Hanley,
Mary <Hanley.Mary@epa.gov>; Deziel, Dennis <Deziel.Dennis@epa.gov>; Dixon, Sean
<dixon.sean@epa.gov>; Dinkins, Darlene <Dinkins.Darlene@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Region 1 Follow Up on Lyme Disease/Tick Borne Illnesses Forum
 
I’m thinking we would have Susan Jennings, who is OPP’s Public Health Liaison to the CDC.
 
At one point we were also going to work with R1 on some outreach related to Eastern Equine
Encephalitis. Is that still desired?  Would Sean be R1’s POC for that effort, as well? 

Rick Keigwin
Director, Office of Pesticide Programs
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: 703-305-7090
Website: www.epa.gov/pesticides
Sent from my iPhone
 

On Dec 8, 2019, at 10:34 AM, Dunn, Alexandra <dunn.alexandra@epa.gov> wrote:


All,
Last week I met with R1 RA Dennis Deziel and his Chief of Staff Sean Dixon.  We talked about the
prevalence of Tick Borne illnesses and how significantly they are occurring nationwide.  The Region
would like a POC in OPP to work on this topic; we thought we may end up doing a half day Tick
Borne Illness forum up in R1 (Lyme, CT?) in the winter before the next warming season.
Sean is the Region’s POC; who would be ours?
Best, Alex
 
Alexandra Dapolito Dunn, Esq.
Assistant Administrator
Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention          
US Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC
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